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Expedited Service 
Red Label, Southbound Direction 

Airmail to France 

Expedited service enabled senders in the North to make connections with the 
biweekly airmail service from Saigon to Europe.  Indeed, this was probably the greatest 
use of this special service. 

This covers bears three types of labels for airmail, expedited service and 
registration. 

 

   
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HAI-PHONG TONKIN  3-2 31 

airmail label, registration label, expedited service label 
REVERSE 

LE RAINCY BANLIGNE EST  17-2 31 



Expedited Service 
Red Label, Southbound Direction 

Surface Mail to France 

 

At first, a red label was used to indicate special handling by this service.  In this 
case, the sender in Hanoi paid an extra 5 cents in order to catch a ship departing from 
Saigon to France. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HANOI R.P. TONKIN  3-2 33 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  6-2 33 
PARIS IX RUE HIPPOLYTE LEBAS  II.III 1933 



Expedited Service 
Red Label, Northbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

While the predominant use of expedited service was southward to make 
connections with outbound mail carriers from Saigon, the expedited service was 
available northward as well.  The sender at Saigon paid the extra 5 cent fee for 
expedited delivery of this mailing to Haiphong.  The letter took 3 days to arrive. 

 
 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  5-8 30 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

HAI-PHONG TONKIN  8-8 30 



Expedited Service 
Red Label, Southbound Direction 
Registered Surface Mail to France 

The expedited service could accept registered letters.  In this case, a 1930 letter 
to France traveled from Haiphong to the South via the expedited service. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HAI-PHONG-B TONKIN  26-11 30 

expedited service label  
framed R with manuscript registration number 

REVERSE 
ARRIVEE MARSEILLE 26-12 30 



Expedited Service 
Red Label, Southbound Direction 

Registered Surface Mail to Switzerland 

In the case of this 1930 registered letter to Switzerland, postage was computed 
as follows: 

 
foreign letter rate 10 cents 
registration fee 15 cents 
expedited service fee 5 cents 
total 30 cents 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HAI-PHONG TONKIN  19-9 30 

expedited service label and  registration label 
REVERSE 

BASEL  25. X. 30 



Expedited Service 
Gray Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

Around 1933, a new label was introduced.  As opposed to the former red paper 
which was extensively used for airmail labels at the time, the expedited service label 
became a distinctively different light gray. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
QUI-NHON ANNAM  29-12 35  

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

PHANTIET ANNAM  30-12 35 



Expedited Service 
Gray Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

The fee for expedited service was 5 cents.  Sometimes the postal service missed 
letters that were underfranked as with this example that only had sufficient postage for 
the basic letter rate. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  26-5 35 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

DALAT ANNAM  27-5 35 



Expedited Service 
Gray Label, Northbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

While the bulk of the mail taking advantage of the expedited handling was 
southbound to make connections with service to Europe, a small portion of the traffic 
traveled northbound as did this example of business correspondence. 

 
 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  22-7 36 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

HAIPHONG TONKIN  25-7 36 



Expedited Service 
Gray Label 

Airmail Service to India 

 

Labels could be pressed into service for other than official purposes.  Here an 
envelope sent from Saigon to Pondichery, India was sealed with a gray expedited 
service label.  In this case, the label served no purpose other than as a closure. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
expedited service label 

CALCUTTA G.P.O. D.B.N.  12 AUG. 35 
PONDICHERY  15 AUG. 35 

REVERSE 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  9-8 35 



Expedited Service 
Gray Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

This mourning envelope was postmarked at Mon-Cay before a clerk in Hanoi 
noticed the handwritten instructions for expedited service.  The clerk affixed a gray label 
over the instructions (and the left postmark).  First posted on 16 November, the 
envelope reached Pnompenh in five days on 21 November. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
MON-CAY TONKIN  16-11 35 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

HANOI R.P. TONKIN  18-11 35 
PNOMPENH CAMBODGE  21-11 35 



Expedited Service 
Blue Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

In 1935, a third color, blue, appeared for the expedited service label.  Here the 
label was used on business correspondence from an Indochinese financial organization 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HANOI R.P. TONKIN  16-11 35 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  NOV 35 



Expedited Service 
Blue Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

Here the blue expedited service label had been affixed to an envelope posted at 
Hanoi on 11 January 1936.  The Saigon receiving date stamp on the reverse shows that 
the letter was in transit for two days - expedited service for the day. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HANOI R.P. TONKIN  11-1 36 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  13 JANV 36 



Expedited Service 
Typewritten Instruction, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

 

It was not necessary to use a post office-supplied expedited handling.  Here the 
sender typed “SERVICE ACCELERE” next to the address. 

 
 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
HAI-PHONG TONKIN  17-1 36 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

HAI-PHONG TONKIN  18-1 36 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  20 JANV 36 



Expedited Service 
Initial Capitals Label, Southbound Direction 

Airmail to France 

This red label only capitalized the first letter of each word.  It is uncertain whether 
the different format was locally produced.  Postage fees included a 60-cent airmail 
surcharge and the 5-cent expedited service fee. 

 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
THAI-NGUYEN TONKIN  5-8 31 

airmail and expedited service labels 
REVERSE 

HANOI R.P. TONKIN  5-8 31 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  10-9 31 



Expedited Service 
Initial Capitals Label, Southbound Direction 

Internal Surface Mail 

This red label used capital letter only for the first letter of each word.  Affixed to a 
1937 letter from Son-Tay to Saigon, the label served no postal purpose at this time 
because the Trans-Indochina Railway had been completed. 

 
 

 

POSTAL MARKINGS 
SON-TAY TONKIN  6-7 37 

expedited service label 
REVERSE 

HANOI R.P. TONKIN 6-7 37 
SAIGON-CENTRAL COCHINCHINE  9-7 37 


